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Wing Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Parish Landscape Character Assessment 
 
1.  Introduction  
 
1.1  In April 2017 Wing Parish Council decided to establish a Neighbourhood Plan for the whole area of the Parish. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

was formed and within that a number of working parties set about gathering data to inform the evolving plan. The Natural and Historic Environment 
Group was established and this team is led by John Dejardin a retired Chartered Landscape Architect. John volunteered to undertake this landscape 
character assessment to put the landscape of Wing in context with the national, regional and county landscape character assessments and draw on his 
local knowledge of the landscape being a resident of Wing for over 36 years. The study also draws upon the communities own responses to the recent 
questionnaire in which residents were asked to state the important features and views that mattered to them within and around the village. 

1.2 The assessment draws on the existing published landscape character assessment for Rutland (2003); the East Midlands Landscape Character Assess-
ment and the National Landscape Character Assessment (see sections below for further detail). These documents are essential parts of the existing 
adopted local planning policy and have therefore been important in the development of this parish based study which seeks, where relevant, to fur-
ther sub-divide the area into a finer grain of characterisation.  

1.3  This study has been undertaken in line with the Natural England’s best practice guidelines along with a focus on the experiences and perception of the 
local residents of their landscape and surroundings. As well as reviewing the elements that make up the character ie the physical nature of the land-
scape and its land use, the experience of living or working within the area or driving or walking around it has been considered. Important views, valued 
walks, local landmarks etc have all been identified and have been used to develop the landscape character areas set out below.  

 

Methodology  
 
1.4  Landscape Character Assessment, as noted above, is the recognised methodology for describing the landscape and its defining characteristics at a vari-

ety of scales from national through to regional, district and parish. Guidelines for undertaking such assessments were published by Natural England 
(formerly the Countryside Agency) in 2002 and ‘Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland’ remains the recognised standard 
for such studies. Landscape character assessment is also recognised by national government within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  

1.5  This parish based assessment has been undertaken in a number of stages. The first stage was to undertake a ‘desk based’ assessment which included a 
review of current and historical mapping, planning policy and existing, published, character assessments. The second stage involved a series of site vis-
its and walking of most of the footpaths and lanes within the parish. These were recorded with photographs and written notes describing the features 
within the landscape, views, landmarks etc. The third stage involved drawing up an initial character area map and describing the key characteristics of 
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Fig 1   Designated Neighbourhood Area Boundary 
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each area. Stage four involved feeding the input from the community which through the earlier questionnaire sought to gain an understanding of how 
local people use, experience and feel about the landscape. The final stage was the collation of information into a map and a description for the parish 
level character area. The findings were then used to consider the threats or implications of change on the landscape. This has been developed into a 
series of objectives and recommendations that may be used to inform future parish based policy.  

 
2. Policy Context  
 
National Planning Policy Context  
 
2.1  At a national level the landscape is recognised as an important asset and this is set out in planning policy as well as being promoted by government 

bodies such as Natural England and English Heritage. In 2006 the government signed up to the European Landscape Convention which became binding 
in 2007. Part of delivering the objectives of the convention has been through the preparation and application of landscape character assessments. 
Such assessments have become important and recognised tools in helping decision making bodies, developers and the general public understand dis-
tinctions between landscapes at all scales as well as helping set policy relating to the conservation or enhancement of the landscape. The convention 
defines landscape as “An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human fac-
tors.” (Council of Europe 2000)  

2.2  Under the Localism Act 2011, the government sets out that local communities, through a Parish Council or through the formation of a local forum, can 
produce Neighbourhood Plans with a view to setting locally based guidance on where new development can go and what any such development 
should look like. This landscape character assessment will be used to inform the policies set out in the potential Neighbourhood Plan and will form 
part of the ‘evidence base’ for the Plan.  

2.3  The NPPF forms the primary national planning policy in respect of new development and seeks to promote sustainable development across the coun-
try. Local Plans (those prepared by the District Councils) are also required to be in line with the NPPF. Neighbourhood Plans are required to be in line 
with both the NPPF and Local Plan policy.  

 
2.4  The NPPF sets out 12 ‘core principles’ the first of which states that decision making should “be genuinely plan-led, empowering local people to shape 

their surroundings, with succinct local and neighbourhood plans setting out a positive vision for the future of the area.”  

2.5  The fourth principle states that decision making should “always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity for all existing and 
future occupants of land and buildings” and the fifth principle states that it should “take account of the different roles and character of different areas, 
promoting the vitality of our main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts around them, recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the country-
side and supporting thriving rural communities within it”.  
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2.6  Section 8 of the NPPF, Promoting Healthy Communities, sets out the national policy relating to access to open space and its importance to health and 
well-being, whilst much of this policy is concerned with formal open space and sports provision, paragraph 75 states that “Planning policies should pro-
tect and enhance public rights of way and access. Local authorities should seek opportunities to provide better facilities for users, for example by adding 
links to existing rights of way networks including National Trails.”  

 
2.7  Section 11, Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment sets out how policy and decision making should protect and enhance the natural envi-

ronment including minimising impact on bio-diversity and ‘protecting and enhancing valued landscapes’ with an emphasis on existing ‘protected land-
scapes’. Section 12 goes on to set out policy relating to Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment noting that policy and planning decisions 
should take account of “opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the character of a place.”  

 
2.8  Paragraph 170, which sets out requirements for local authorities in respect of preparing an ‘evidence base’ to support their local plans, states that 

“Where appropriate, landscape character assessments should also be prepared, integrated with assessment of historic landscape character, and for 
areas where there are major expansion options assessments of landscape sensitivity.”  

 

3.0  Local Planning Policy Context 

3.1 The Parish of Wings sits within the administrative area of Rutland County Council and while the County’s Local Plan is currently still in the review stag-

es this report uses the Consultation Draft Plan July 2017 as the policy statements applying to the environment are not expected to change when the 

plan is formally adopted. The spatial strategy sets a series of strategic objectives with two applicable to this study they are: 

 

 Strategic Objective 12: Natural and cultural environment 

 To safeguard and enhance the natural resources, landscape and countryside, cultural heritage and the diversity of wildlife and habitats, including green 

infrastructure and special protection for Rutland Water to improve our quality of life and make a full contribution to global sustainability. 

 

 Strategic Objective 13: Built environment and local townscape 

  To protect and enhance the built environment and open spaces, historic environment and local townscape associated with the historic core of the mar-

ket towns, listed buildings and conservation areas. To support the distinctive local identity of Rutland through the supply of locally sourced building ma-

terials and encourage their use for purposes for which they are most suitable. 
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3.2 The Consultation Draft goes on to state the plans policies for ‘Sustaining our Environment’ and the preamble to the Natural Environment policy RLP38 

notes: 

 NPPF requires that planning should recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside. Local plans should include strategic policies for the 

conservation and enhancement of the natural environment, including landscape. This includes designated landscapes but also the wider countryside. 

 Policy RLP38 (The natural environment) sets out how new development in Rutland will be expected to conserve and enhance the natural environment 

including its landscape and sites of biodiversity importance at an international, national and local level. 

 New development will be expected to reflect the local landscape character which has been identified in the Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Land

 scape Characterisation Assessment. (Rutland Landscape Character Assessment 2003) The main locations for growth in the county have also been sub

 ject to a landscape sensitivity and capacity study in order to ensure that any new development minimises impact on the landscape. 

 The Council and its partners will carry out further work, where resources permit, to identify and map, where appropriate, any areas in Rutland for  

 habitat restoration and creation, Nature Improvement Areas and ecological networks, including wildlife corridors and stepping stones between them. 

 The Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) has identified priorities for improving biodiversity in Rutland which will include 

protecting and creating calcareous grassland, protecting hedgerows and mature trees as wildlife sites. The BAP also identifies priorities for improving 

biodiversity in Rutland that includes the restoration, management and creation of local BAP habitats and the creation of new wildlife habitat in the wid-

er countryside. 

 

3.3 Policy RLP38 The Natural Environment states: 

 Development proposals will normally be acceptable where the primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity or geodiversity. 

 The quality and diversity of the natural environment of Rutland will be conserved and enhanced. Conditions for biodiversity will be maintained and im-

proved and important geodiversity assets will be protected. 

 All development proposals must include an assessment of the impact on the natural environment both on site and on the surrounding area, and identify 

measures to address any potentially adverse impacts. 
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4 Existing Published Character Assessments 
  
4.1 There are already studies which exist at a national, regional and district scale and this section will summarise the findings of these assessments as they 

form an important basis for the more detailed parish level assessment below.  
 
 National Landscape Character Area 
 
4.2 Natural England has recently reviewed and re-published all national level character assessments. The parish of Wing falls within National Character 

Area (NCA) 93: High Leicestershire This (see map below) covers a large area and is described as follows: 
 
 High Leicestershire National Character Area (NCA) rises out of the clay of the Leicestershire and Northamptonshire Vales on the western and southern 

sides and above the lowland plains of the Soar, Wreake and Welland valleys and the Vale of Belvoir. To the north and east the area abuts the Leicester-
shire and Nottinghamshire Wolds NCA, rising steeply out of the Wreake Valley, but with a more gradual transition towards the Vale of Catmose and 
Rutland Water towards the east over limestone lowlands. This landscape of broad, rolling ridges and secluded valleys has a quiet, remote and rural 
character with small villages and scattered farms. The predominantly rural character of the area comprises undulating fields with a mix of pasture on 
the higher, sloping land and arable farming on the lower, flatter land. Fields are divided by well -stablished hedgerows, with occasional mature hedge-
row trees. A network of narrow country lanes, tracks and footpaths connect across the landscape interspersed by small thickets, copses and woodlands. 
Extensive views from the higher ground reveal a pattern of small attractive villages, hamlets and farm buildings set within an agricultural landscape, 
with traditional churches acting as distinctive features of the settlements. 

 
 Regional Character Area Assessment 

 4.3  The East Midlands Regional Landscape Character Assessment was published in 2010 on be

 half of the East Midlands Landscape Partnership. At this regional scale the parish falls within the 

 Character Type – 5C Undulating Mixed Farmlands. The key characteristics are described as fol

 lows –  

 Varied landform of broad rolling ridges, steep sided valleys, rounded hills and undulating low
 lands; 

 Well treed character arising from abundant hedgerow trees, copses and woodlands; 

 Upland areas mark a major watershed in Middle England and are the source of major rivers; 

 Mixed farming regime with mainly arable land uses on hills and ridges and in fertile lowlands; in
 tact hedgerow networks generally associated with pastoral land uses; 

Fig 2  National Character Area 93 High Leicestershire 
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 Sparse settlement patterns with limited modern development; widespread use of local limestone and ironstone in vernacular buildings and churches; 

 Network of quiet country lanes linking rural communities; 

 Remote, rural and sometimes empty character; and 

 Frequent and prominent ridge and furrow and evidence of deserted or shrunken medieval settlements. 

4.4 It should be noted that this character area covers a very extensive area stretching from the Oxfordshire and Warwickshire borders through Northamp-

tonshire into the heart of Leicestershire and the SW corner of Rutland. Wing sits at virtually the most north easterly point of the area. See map below.  

 

Changing landscape 

4.5 As Wing sits on one of the ridges of this landscape (see photo P1) the management of the agricultural and woodland landscapes are most relevant and 

this study states: 

 Agriculture and Land Management - Forces for Change: 

While the rural landscape retains a mixed land-use, with areas of pasture and arable, there is evidence of agricultural intensification, resulting in the 
loss or damage of many typical landscape features. This includes loss of hedgerows and hedgerow trees and damage to areas of ridge and furrow. 
There is also a proliferation of new large scale agricultural buildings, reflecting the loss of smallholdings and the general increase in farm size. 

 

 Shaping the Future Landscape: 

 The aim should be to protect the structure and 
unity of the landscape and consider the impact of any 
new structures and changes to farming practices. New 
large scale agricultural buildings should be carefully sit-
ed, away from visually prominent locations and 
amongst existing buildings where possible. Specific de-
sign guidance for farmsteads may be appropriate, es-
tablishing the criteria for new development. Considera-
tion should also be given to the management of those 

Fig 3 Southern part of the East Midlands Landscape 

Character Assessment showing the 5C Undulating 

Mixed Farmland character area coloured light brown/

ochre 
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features lost or under threat. In particular the restoration of hedgerows should be given priority, creating a stronger pattern of land use and reinforcing 
the well-treed character. 

 
 Forestry and Woodland – Forces for Change: 
 
 Woodland cover and type varies dramatically across the landscape, with generally more woodland within upland areas, and a range of broadleaved, 

conifer and mixed plantations. New woodland  planting should therefore be considered at a county level, reflecting local variations. However, opportu-

nities exist to use new  tree planting and small-scale woodland as screening of new residential and agricultural development and to link existing wood-

lands. 

 Shaping the Future Landscape: 

 The aim should therefore be to manage existing trees and woodland  …. In addition new tree planting should be encouraged to ensure a varied age 

structure and creation of woodland edge habitats to enhance their landscape and biodiversity character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  P1  Landform of broad rolling ridges, steep sided valleys, rounded hills and undulating lowlands, Wing on the hill. 
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 County Landscape Character Assessment 

4.6  The Rutland County Landscape Character Assessment was prepared for the County Council in 2003. It forms part of current planning policy and is spe-

cifically referred to within Sustainable Environment policies in the Local Plan Consultation Draft. The assessment, building on the national character 

assessment, divides the County into five main character areas (see map below). The parish of Wing falls within the character area called the High Rut-

land - Ridges and Valleys sub area A(ii). This directly relates to the NCA High Leicestershire in the national assessment and Undulating Mixed Farmlands 

in the regional study. 

 

 The key characteristics for 

this area are described as follows – 

This extensive part of west, south 

and central Rutland has typical ge-

neric landscape elements, features 

and characteristics of High Rutland 

but differs from Leighfield Forest by 

lacking the sense of rural isolation 

and having a much more open, reg-

ular, geometric field pattern 

(exacerbated by some boundary 

removal) with fewer, low-cut or 

gappy hedges, fewer hedgerow 

trees and less enclosure. The ridges 

and valleys are evident but not as 

pronounced as to the west. There 

are fewer woodlands and those 

that occur tend to be enclosure or 

post-enclosure, straight-edged     

plantations. In parts there are a 

Fig 4   Location of Wing Parish in the  character type  ‘ High  Rutland Ridges and Valleys’ 
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number of small plantations and some of the valley streams have linear strips of woodland or narrow, linear wetland habitats.  ( see Figs 5 and 8 to see 

landscape pattern) 

 Mixed or arable farming prevails with a variety of crops and intensively managed, improved grasslands grazed by cattle and sheep. There are more 

farm steadings in the countryside and more and larger farm buildings.  

 Although the sub-area does exhibit a number of historic features, with ridge and furrow and old lanes linking medieval villages still characteristic, this 

part of High Rutland has a less obvious feeling of antiquity and continuity. It is busier and noisier with the main roads passing through it, settlements 

are more frequent and larger (including Uppingham) and settlement pattern much denser, especially between North and South Luffenham and Upping-

ham. Roads, railways and disused railways form important linear features sometimes seeming to run against the grain of the ridges and valleys which 

run generally east - west.  

 Recommended Landscape Objectives - High Rutland - Ridges and Valleys 

 To sustain and restore the rural, mixed-agricultural, busy, colourful, diverse landscape with regular patterns, straight lines, frequent movement, many 

large and small historic, stone built conservation villages that fit well with the landform 

 To protect the landscape setting and conserve and enhance the edges of villages, 

 To increase the woodland cover and other semi-natural habitats whilst protecting historic features and panoramic views from the ridges.  

 

5.0 Wing Parish Landscape Character Assessment 

5.1 Introduction 

 As described in the introduction, the methodology for assessing the parish landscape character areas has been applied using a combination of pub-

lished information and maps, site visits and consultation with residents. This section provides a brief description of the main attributes of the parish 

character areas. 

 The Parish of Wing is predominately an agricultural landscape with the village situated on top of a hill in the middle of the parish. It sits in the middle 

of the County Rutland six miles SE of the main town Oakham and three miles from the town of Uppingham. The A47 lies two miles to the south and 

the A6003 1.5 miles to the west. Two railway lines cut through the parish one along the Chater Valley to the north and the other along the valley to 

the south. 
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Fig 5    Plan showing the topography and hydrology of the parish of Wing and its surrounding area, also note the parishes proximity to the main road network. 
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5.2 Geology and Hydrology 

 The geology of the parish reflects the ridge and valley landscape. The top of the ridge is predominantly the Northampton Sand Formation of ironstone 

with lenses of mudstone and limestone. A series of ancient now inactive fault lines run across the ridge exposing other limestone and mudstone for-

mations. The main rock formation under the ironstone is the Whitby Mudstone which forms the main bedrock to the lower slopes and floor of the val-

leys. Superficial/drift deposits lie along the River Chater and the valley of its southern tributary. An isolated glacial deposit of Till, called ‘Diamicton’, is 

found on the NE corner of the Water Works site and this is recorded as a geological Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

 The soils reflect the geology with the distinctive red ironstone loam on top of the ridge and the clay soils in the valleys and low lands. An aquifer forms 

at the junction between the permeable ironstone and the less pervious mudstone and at the point where the junction between these two formations 

occurs along the valley sides is where the fresh water spring line breaks out. With the ironstone layer being 5-10 metres deep it is this aquifer which 

supplies the many wells across the village.  

 Many of the springs have been piped to field drains which flow into the River Chater on the Parish northern boundary and those flowing south go into 

the Chater’ tributary which forms the southern boundary. One or two field ponds occur in the lower mudstone areas and the Wing Hall fishing lakes 

take advantage of the clay and are fed by the springs on the south side of the village. 

5.3 Topography  ( See Fig 5 Topography and Hydrology ) 

 The Parish of Wing lies at the eastern end of the High Leicestershire/Rutland landscape character area in the sub-area known as the Valleys and 

Ridges. It typifies this character with the settlement sitting on top of a pronounced hill on the ridge. ( See photos P1 & P2 ) The hill reaches a high point 

of 126m AOD just west of the village with the ridge falling away to 114m AOD at the eastern parish boundary. To the north, south and west the land 

falls away far more dramatically with steep slopes dropping some 50m to the north, 35m to the south and 20m to the west. 

 The village looks out across the valley of the River Chater with the river forming the northern parish boundary. To the south a tributary of the Chater 

forms the southern boundary. A low lying gently rolling area known as the Wing Burrows forms the south western corner of the Parish. 

 One of the most distinctive features of Wing is the deeply incised side valley which cuts into the ridge line west of the village. The  Oakham to Corby 

and London railway uses this valley as do the three roads converging at this point before running up Wing Hill into the village. The heavily treed rail-

way cuttings either end of Wing Tunnel have somewhat obscured the natural features of this side valley. ( See Fig 8 for tree cover at this point ) 

 

 

 



 

 15 

5.4 Settlement 

 The name of Wing is thought to derive from the word ‘vengi’ the Old Norse word for field. With its hill top position and light easily cultivatable red 

loam soil along with ample supply of fresh water it is easy to assume that it was recognised as a good location for a settlement. What is less clear is 

why it gradually spread over the north side of the ridge rather than the warmer sunny southern side. 

 Today the village consists of some 150 houses the majority sitting on top of the ridge overlooking the Chater Valley to the north. The historic core of 

the village clusters around a rectangular arrangement of roads running off the main through road of Top Street. Further later development extends 

either side of Morcott Road to the east and south down Glaston Road with a small group of six houses some 150 metres south known as Mill Close 

which were originally staff housing as part of the Water Treatment Works development to the east. 

 Other developments within the Parish but outside the village envelope are either late Victorian or 20th century additions. These are Wing Hall and 

Wing Grange, ( See  photo P5 ) which both sit prominently on the high of the ridge, the former set in a richly treed landscape. To the east is a recent 

farm complex of large modern farm buildings and Glenbervie house. ( See photo P6 ) A further small cluster of houses, known as Wing Hollow, is locat-

ed on Station Road down in a small side valley leading down to the River Chater. On the east side of this road is a red brick terrace of former railway 

cottages and on the other side the stone built Cromwell Farm. 

P2  View from Manton looking across the Chater Valley with Wing sitting on the ridge line, the high point of Wing Hill to the right.  
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P5  Wing Grange taking advantage of the southern views on the ridgeline     

P3  The King’s Arms Top Street looking towards heavily treed western entrance  P4  Garden Cottage with Old Hall behind showing rich mix of roofing materials  

P6  Glenbervie Farm recent development on eastern end of the village   
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Fig 6    1886 OS map shows how open the village was with many small fields and treed enclosures especially at the west end of the village. 
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P7  Parish Church sits in a imposing position on entering the village from the east  P8   The Village Hall on Morcott Road, formerly the village school   

P9   Wing House on Church St imposing building of limestone and Collyweston slate   P10  View from Wing House out across the Chater Valley  to Lyndon Hall 
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Fig 7    Plan showing Listed Buildings, Conservation Area and Planned Limit of Development. 
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P11   Glaston Road the southern entrance to the village  P12  The ancient turf maze with playing field to the left and Glaston Road right 

P13  Cedar House, Bottom Street  looks out over the Chater Valley P14  View from Bottom St across the Chater Valley to  Manton village 
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 The historic core contains 35 listed building and structures built primarily of limestone and ironstone with roof finishes of thatch, Collyweston slate 

and Welsh slate. ( See Fig 7 ) Later development from the late Victorian period up to present day is mainly built of a range of brick types with a similar 

range of roofing tiles and slates. A few post war houses are in cedar and the use of this material features in some recent 21st century buildings. 

  Reflecting its agricultural history, the village originally had five working farms within the core of the village but now only has one, a modern farm, 

Glenbervie located east of the village north of Morcott Road. (See P6) Most of the former village farm buildings have either been converted to houses 

or demolished and replaced with infill housing. The 1886 OS map shows how open the village was with many small fields and treed enclosures. (See 

Fig 6) Since the turn of the 20th century there has been a continual process of developing and infilling these open areas which has been intensified by 

Rutland adopting the planning policy of defining a ‘planned limit of development’ envelope around the village. (See Fig 7) The result is that only a few 

of these open areas remain, the most notable of these being the grounds to the Old Hall and the field to its north. These richly treed areas combine 

with the similarly treed setting and open fields around Wing Hall to make an imposing and distinctive western entrance to the village. These blocks of 

large mature trees also make a significant contribution to the setting of the village from within and the surrounding landscape. ( See Fig 8 ) 

 The village until relatively recently had a number of facilities including two public houses, a school and a shop. One public house the Kings Arms re-

mains (See P3) but the school closed in the late 1970’s and is now refurbished into a much valued village hall. (See P8) The shop closed but its loss has 

been partly offset by the Wing Hall campsite running a shop during their open season.  

 The Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul (Grade II*) dates from the mid-12th Century and sits in an imposing position above the road as one enters the 

village from the east. (See P7) The richly treed churchyard, Village Hall and Playing Fields combine to create a band of open public land which enhances 

the eastern approach to the village. On the eastern edge of the playing field on Glaston Road alongside the road verge sits an Ancient Turf Maze, one 

of only seven remaining in the country. (See P12) 

 There are two other notable houses which contribute to the village’s character and identity. Wing House on Church Street with its imposing Georgian 

architecture and garden setting which combine with its tennis court area to control, preserve and enjoy an outward view from the village into the 

Chater Valley. (See P9 & P10) The other is Cedar House on Bottom Street, which sits back from the road in a green setting and commands an open 

view across the Valley to Manton on the opposing ridge. (See P13 & P14) 

 The one blight Wing has in its hill top setting is the vast and totally alien development of the Anglia Water Treatment Works with a footprint equal to 

that of the village itself. The scale and incongruous nature of these buildings, all sitting on top of the ridge, mean that it dominates the setting of the 

east end of the village. While screen planting has helped to obscure the earlier phases of the development the latest, using an old planning approval, 

remains very visually exposed. (See photos P19 & P21) 
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Fig 8    Landuse, Vegetation and Public Rights of Way 
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5.5 Landuse and vegetation   See Fig 8  Landuse, Vegetation and Public Rights of Way. 

 The parish landuse is largely agricultural breaking down into approximately one third pastoral two thirds arable farming. Apart from the area of settle-

ment the other major landuse is the Water Treatment Works which extends to an area nearly equal to that of the village. The facility treats and distrib-

utes all of the water from Rutland Water taking advantage of the 120m AOD height to supply new homes in the southern part of the East Midlands. 

The prominence and scale of the buildings are a major intrusion to the setting of the village and it impacts the wider landscape. Plantations around the 

development have started to mask the buildings but in certain directions it will remain dominant. 

 A number of small woodlands are scattered across the landscape most of these are plantations of varying age and most are of indigenous species with 

occasional mixed or pure conifer woodland. Dense copse and lines of vegetation along the two railway lines are strong elements within the parish 

landscape. The long sides of the rectilinear field boundaries for the most part run down the steep slopes away from the village emphasising the hill to 

create a distinctive pattern of landscape. (See P2) 

 While the hedgerows and their trees, largely of indigenous species, delineate the fields there is evidence the intensive farming is leading to the frag-

mentation and loss of hedge lines with trees becoming ‘stag headed’ and generally in decline. 

 The field in the corner of Lyndon Lane and Morcott Road has been historically quarried for ironstone and the conifer plantation at the eastern end 

hides the un-reclaimed part of the quarrying. 

 The River Chater and its tributary have in places linear strips of woodland, patches of wetlands and lines of trees which help form a green boundary to 

the Parish. 

 The village seen from the south and west appears well clothed in vegetation consisting of lines of mature trees and small blocks of woodland. From 

the north more of the village as it rolls down the slope is open to view and the large mature trees on top of the hill form a distinctive backdrop and 

strong green setting to the village. (See P1 and P2) 

 

5.6 Roads, Footpaths and Bridleways   See Figures 5, 8 and 9  

 The main access routes to Wing via road are from the A6003 Uppingham to Oakham road west of the village via Preston and Manton and from the A47 

Peterborough to Leicester road via Morcott village to the south east where the A6121 Stamford road connects with the A47. 

 The route from Morcott rises up the ridge line with the approach becoming dominated by the incongruous building mass of the Water Works the clos-

er one gets to the village. The western approach from Preston runs along the ridge and then it dives down into the incised valley before Wing Hill. 
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Fig  9  Public footpaths and circular walks 
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Here it meets the road from Manton which has passed from the high point of Manton village and then across the Chater Valley with Wing clearly     

visible on top of the hill to the east. Wing only becomes visible again when the hill is ascended and the richly treed setting of Wing Hall registers the 

imminent entrance to the village. (See photo P16) 

 Single track lanes give access from the north from Edith Weston and Lyndon crossing the Chater valley with clear views of Wing to the west. A narrow 

lane from Glaston in the south crosses the southern valley but with the settlement clothed in dense vegetation little is seen of the village with the ex-

ception of the dominant Water Works sitting on the ridge line to the east. (See P 21) 

 

5.7 Footpaths and Bridleways  See Fig 9 Public Footpaths and Circular Walks. 

 Wing has six footpaths and bridleways radiating out from the village. None form circular routes without the use of part of the roads or single track 

lanes. One of the most popular ‘The Button’ primarily uses the lanes to the south.  All are well used and like the roads offer great views out from the 

village and back to it sitting on the hill. Two bridleways extend out of the village , one from the end of Reeves Lane to Wing Hollow and the other from 

the junction of Morcott Road and Glaston Road  running north to Manton Top. 

 

5.8 Views and visibility   See Fig 10  Views and Visibility 

 A questionnaire has already been completed asking residents for their opinions on many issues about their village and community, this included what 

views were important to them in and around the village. This section comprises a professional assessment of the views and visibility of the Wing land-

scape which are then apprised by resident’s observations. 

 As Figure 10 shows the hill top location affords the village long views out, particularly to the north where the settlement spills over down into the 

Chater Valley. The panoramic views are largely contained by the next ridge line which divides the Chater from the Gwash Valley and Rutland Water. 

The villages of Manton and Lyndon are clearly visible across the valley. These views are considered particularly important to residents and that they 

should be protected.  (See photos P10, P14 & P15) 

 To the south outward views are limited by the heavily vegetated properties running along the hill top. Wing Hall and its associated camp site however 

enjoy expansive southern views and in places these stretch as far as Uppingham to the south west. (See P 26) These views are also enjoyed by the pub-

lic footpath which crosses the valley side at this point. (See Fig 9) The expanse of this view, once one passes the tree screening of the Water Works, is 

also enjoyed when walking out on Glaston Road - part of ‘The Button’ walk.  (See photo P25) 
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Fig 10    Views and visibility 
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P15  View out into the Chater valley towards Lyndon and N Luffenham 

P17  Turning onto Top St trees continue to dominate the western entrance. 

P16 Western entrance framed by mature trees of Wing Hall and the allotments 

P18  A mixture of  20th century houses line the Morcott Rd eastern entrance 
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P19  Arrival views from the east continue to be dominated by the Water Works  P20 Walking ‘The Button’, Wing Hall right and The Grange left on the ridgeline 

P21  Arriving from the south the Water Works dominates the skyline P22  View from Manton, note heavily treed railway and River Chater define  

valley bottom. 
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 Sitting on top of its hill, Wing’s visibility across the valleys registers the village in the wider landscape and also generates important arrival viewpoints 

which are an integral characteristic of the place. One of the most significant of these key views is of the north side of the village spreading along the 

ridge when seen on leaving Manton either by road or public footpath. (See phots P2 & P22) A similar set of views registers Wing as a hill village when 

leaving Lyndon into the Chater valley,  both by road and footpath. (See P 24) 

 Approaching Wing village from the south, only glimpses of buildings such as Wing Hall are apparent through the heavily treed southern boundary land-

scape.  The exceptions to this are the Water Works which sits very prominently to the east of the village and Wing Grange to the west. The Water 

Works also feature strongly in the approach to the village from Morcott (See P 19) and it is only after passing the works and turning the bend that ma-

ture trees frame an attractive eastern entrance to the village. Similar important arrival views are experienced once the Glaston Road reaches the Wing 

Maze and playing fields, (See photo P11) and also from Preston and Manton once Wing Hill is ascended and the richly treed settings of Wing Hall and 

the Old Hall frame the arrival view. (See photos P 16 & P17) 

 All of the views mentioned above featured in the various responses to the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire giving a strong indication as to the im-

portance they have in the community’s sense of identity and sense of place. 

 

6.0 Consultation 

 Consultation is seen as an essential part of the development of the parish character assessment and this has been done initially through a public exhi-

bition where residents started to identify things about the parish that are important to them. This was followed by a questionnaire sent to all residents 

within the Parish. It asked a series of questions under the headings of Cultural Heritage /Environment, Infrastructure and Rural Economy/Community 

Facilities with the answers feeding into this assessment. 

 The questionnaire had a return of 55% for adults and 27% for those aged 17 or under. The responses show how important the village setting and sur-

rounding landscape is to residents with over 90% stating their quality of life in Wing is related to - the rural atmosphere; sights and smells of the coun-

tryside; local wildlife habitats; local footpaths and open green spaces within the village.  

 Over 90% of respondents also felt safeguarding the views into and out of the village to be very important and a desire to see more trees and hedge-

rows planted was expressed by over 80% and 70% respectively. Where the opportunity was given for respondents to state which specific views need-

ed protecting (in or out of the village), approximately 50% took the opportunity to be more specific. The greatest number of respondents identified 

the views across the Chater Valley and views to and from the villages of Manton and Lyndon. Similarly 50% responded when asked which local green 

spaces had a special significance. The majority identified the playing fields and turf maze. The verges along Top Street, the churchyard, Church Field, 

and the allotments, were also favoured but in lesser numbers.  
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 Something that also has a bearing on future landscape and townscape policies is that in the infrastructure section of the questionnaire respondents 

favoured renewable energy by solar panels both in a private capacity (58%) and as a community project (52%). They were however strongly against 

wind turbines. 

 In the Rural Economy section it is also interesting to note that over 80% stated that maintenance of verges to facilitate wildlife was important and the 

same applied to footpaths and bridleways. 

 

7.0 Parish Character Areas    See Fig 11  Wing Parish Character Areas 

 In looking at the landscape at parish level the character areas defined in the Regional and Rutland assessments inevitably breakdown into more de-

tailed sub-divisions reflecting the distinctive features described as pertaining to the respective LCA’s; ‘undulating mixed farmlands’ and ‘ridge and val-

leys’. The Parish landscape is found to breakdown into five parish character areas (PCA’s) as follows: 

1.  Settlement, hill and rounded ridge 

2.  Chater Valley 

3.  Wooded side valley 

4.  Wing Burrows - undulating lowlands 

5. Southern ridges and valleys 

7.1 PCA1   Settlement, hill and rounded ridge 

The soft rounded ridge top is punctuated by Wing Hill (126m AOD) at its most western end and then falls gently away eastwards. (See photo P1) The 

settlement sits just off the ridgeline to the north resting on the lesser gradients of the ridge before the edge of the steep slopes of the Chater Valley 

form a natural boundary to the village. The hill top position gives Wing its distinctive qualities with constant movement created by the roads and build-

ings stepping and turning as they thread across the rolling landscape. Those properties which sit higher up the ridge get glimpses of the long views into 

the Chater valley and of the villages on the next ridge line, and those properties that are high enough get views over this ridge and as far as Burley 

House on the other side of Rutland Water. The properties closer to the northern edge get the greater  panoramic views across the Chater Valley. 
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Fig 11     Wing Parish Landscape Character Areas 
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The properties at the west end of the village and at its southern boundary have vistas largely  contained by the mature tree lines, plantations and   

richly vegetated properties along Top Street, the church yard trees and at the playing field, and those running out along Morcott Road. The only excep-

tion to this is Wing Hall which can take full advantage of the southern prospect by being sited on top of the ridge sitting in its own ‘parkland’ landscape 

and gaining panoramic views to the south. (See Photo P26) This richly treed landscape gives Wing a very distinctive character not only within the vil-

lage but also as a backdrop and setting for the village when viewed from outside against the wider landscape. 

To the south and east the rounded top of the ridge runs out into open fields, but this part of the landscape is dominated by the Water Treatment 

Works sitting on the ridge line at approximately 120mAOD. (See P 21) The incongruous nature of these large buildings has partially been absorbed into 

the landscape by extending plantations around its boundaries. This has worked well for the first phase of the complex when the visually recessive use 

of Williams and Cliff brick greatly reduced its impact. The latter phases have used cheaper cladding systems which are far more reflective and while 

screen planting is gradually reducing their impact in certain directions they will remain a very intrusive feature in the setting of the village at the east-

ern approach and in the wider landscape. (See photo P19) 

The key characteristics for PCA1 are: 

 A soft rounded ridge line  

 A strong treed framework and setting to the village 

 Extensive views north across the Chater Valley to other ridge top villages. 

 Strongly contained treed and vegetated southern edge with extensive views south where permitted. 

 Gently rolling open fields dominated by the very intrusive scale and nature of the Water Treatment Works. 

 Historic core of vernacular buildings in warm/creamy limestone with Collyweston slates, thatch and Welsh slate roofs; more recent buildings a 

range of styles largely of brick and tile. 

 Development contained along the ridge top. 

 A surprisingly tranquil place. 
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P24  View looking south from the bridleway footpath down from Manton 

P25  Looking out on Glaston Rd towards the southern  ridges and valleys P26 The view passing Wing Hall, Uppingham on the horizon and the undulating 

lowlands of Wing Burrows in the middle distance . 

P23  Wing Hollow, ‘wooded side valley’, Railway cottage on left Cromwell Fm rgt . 
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7.2 PCA2  Chater Valley 

The Chater Valley with its steep sides and strong east west line is a significant feature in the Rutland landscape. It is identified in the Rutland LCA as a 

distinct sub area of the Ridge and Valley area, strangely however, this designation stops short of Wing. While only the southern valley side sits within 

the parish the open views across and the strong pattern of rectilinear fields running up and down the valley sides make it a dominant feature of the 

village and its setting. (See photos P2, P14, P15 & P22) 

The fields on the north side are largely arable whereas on the south they are pastoral to the west and arable to the east. The western smaller scale 

fields of pasture show evidence of medieval ridge and furrow whereas the eastern larger arable fields show the pressures of mechanised farming. 

Hedgerows of predominantly Hawthorn and Blackthorn are becoming gappy and out grown with many hedgerow trees becoming stag headed and 

aged with little evidence of replenishment.  

In the valley bottom the sweeping curve of the Birmingham to Peterborough railway line and its band of vegetation makes a pronounced statement 

across the landscape. In contrast to this the meandering Chater river weaves its way across the valley floor with varying depths and lines of riverine 

vegetation and trees creating a distinctive boundary to the Parish. The seasonal crops of the arable farmland add to the dynamic nature of this land-

scape. 

The key characteristics are as follows: 

 The strong east west line of the Chater Valley with steep visually exposed valley sides and distinctive meandering river and riverine vegetation. 

 Rectilinear fields with long lines of hedgerows interspersed with trees expressing the valley shape as they run up the sides. 

 Hedgerows becoming gappy and hedgerow trees in decline 

 Affords extensive views across the valley to villages on opposing ridge. 

 Sweeping curves of the railway line runs counter to fields and river landscape. 

 Frequent trains break the otherwise tranquil scene. 

7.3  PCA3    Wooded side valley 

This small character area starts at the river crossing of the Manton Road with a terrace of red brick former railway cottages one side of the road and 

the stone built Cromwell Farm opposite forming what is called Wing Hollow. (See Photo P23) 
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 The hollow is created by the deeply incised side valley off the Chater Valley and has steeply sloping heavily wooded sides making a very introverted 

landscape. In turn it forms a tight channel through which the three main access roads from the west converge to ascend Wing Hill. The railway line to 

Corby and London also uses the valley sitting on embankments and then into deep tree covered cuttings to entrance the tunnel which passes under 

Wing Hill. The combination of all the elements makes it a very important feature of the Parish and one that residents identify with as they approach 

the village. (See photo P23) 

Key features: 

 Introvert steep sided valley heavily wooded 

 Three roads from the west converge to use the valley to ascend Wing Hill. 

 Glimpses of railway architecture and the treed embankments and cuttings  

 The most distinctive approach to the village. 

7.4 PCA4   Wing Burrows – undulating lowlands 

This area illustrates another characteristic of the Ridges and Valleys LCA, the ‘undulating lowlands’. It has similar gently rolling features as the rolling 

ridge landscape but its lower elevation means it is over-looked from higher parts of the parish. The hedgerows of the rectilinear field pattern express 

the rounded shape of the low hills and valleys and the narrow lanes that pass through the area are channelled through richly treed hedgerows in the 

west becoming sparser to the east. (See photos P 20 & P26) 

The railway line takes advantage of the lower lying land forming the northern boundary to this area with a strong line expressed by linear scrub and 

woodland along its length. 

Key features: 

 Gently rolling hills and valleys 

 Rectilinear field pattern, hedgerows with sporadic trees expressing the shape and form of the landscape. 

 Mixture of small and medium sized fields mainly arable but some smaller ones of pasture. 

 A generally tranquil area crossed by narrow lanes disturbed by occasional vehicles and trains on the railway. 
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7.5 PCA5   Southern Ridge and valleys 

Here again only a small part of the character area falls within the parish but its influence on its setting reinforces the villages sense of place. The steep-

ly sloping valley sides and rolling tops of ridges combining with strong hedge lines creates a very active landscape. The seasonal crops of the largely 

arable farmland add to the dynamic nature of this landscape. Hedgerows becoming gappy and sparse and hedgerow trees stag headed and aging with 

little sign of replenishment. (See photo P 21) 

Within the parish the steep fall away from the village opens up panoramic views reaching as far as the church spires of Uppingham, Preston and Glas-

ton. (See P 25 & P26) Looking back at the village from the lanes which form The Button walk, the land is very open to view with the three develop-

ments sitting on the ridge, The Grange, Wing Hall and its camp site, and the Water Treatment Works, standing out in this otherwise very rural scene. 

(See photos P20 & P21) 

The strong line of the railway and the meandering line of the stream create two contrasting elements in the rectilinear landscape. 

Key features: 

 Steep valley sides and rolling ridge tops 

 Rectilinear field patterns running down the slopes expressing the shape of the hills and valleys. 

 Panoramic views across to distant ridges and settlements. 

 Narrow lanes cross the landscape  

 Railway makes a strong contrasting line across the landscape  

 The stream at the makes an informal meander across the landscape 

 Hedgerows becoming gappy and sparse, many trees are in decline. 

 A generally tranquil area crossed by narrow lanes disturbed by occasional vehicles and trains on the railway. 

 

 

 



 

 37 

8.0 The Future Landscape 

This assessment has identified the key features and characteristics that make up the landscape of the Parish of Wing. The study is underpinned by the 

findings of the national, regional and county character assessments. In particular the regional and county studies not only define the characteristics 

but go on to define the inevitable modern pressures and vulnerabilities of these landscapes and how these need to be managed into the future. 

The following sets out the series of actions that need to be considered in order to accommodate change and reinforce and enhance the landscape’s 

distinctive qualities. The justification of these is supported from the above mentioned assessments and also from the national and local planning poli-

cies. 

8.1 Built Environment 

The village has maintained a steady rate of growth over the last 100 years primarily through infill development. Residents largely support this process 

of modest growth as being good for a balanced community. With the limited scope for further infill within the ‘Planned Limit of Development’ as de-

fined in the Local Plan alternative growth areas need to be found. 

 The aim should be to protect the character of the countryside and consider the visual impact of any new development. The application of best 

practice innovative architectural design and planning and the planting of new trees and woodland to integrate new development into the land-

scape. 

 The preparation of a village design statement to guide the design and scale of development ensuring it is consistent with the existing character-

istics of the village and the prevailing palette of building materials. 

 Contain any development within the gentle slopes on top of the ridge and ensure that the village edge is conserved and enhanced by any ap-

propriate development. 

 Investigate ways in which the visual impact of the Water Treatment Works can be further reduced by possible on site and off site planting of 

trees and woodland. 

8.2 Agriculture and Farm Management   

The rural landscape retains a mixed landuse with areas of pasture and arable but there is evidence of agricultural intensification resulting in the loss or 

damage of typical landscape features. This includes the loss of hedgerows and hedgerow trees and the damage of medieval ridge and furrow. Also the 

move to large scale agricultural buildings outside the village footprint puts further pressures on the rural scene. With up to 50% of the hedgerow trees 

being Ash the threat of Ash Die Back disease risks further denudation of the landscape in the next 10 to 15 years. 
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 The aim should be to protect the structure and unity of the landscape and consider the impact of new structures and farming practices. New 

large scale agricultural buildings should be carefully sited away from visually prominent locations and amongst existing buildings where possi-

ble. 

 Design guidance for farmsteads should be considered establishing design criteria for new developments. 

 The restoration and new planting of hedgerows and hedgerows trees should be a priority in maintaining the landscape pattern and ensuring a 

varied age structure and the creation of woodland edge habitats enhancing their landscape character and biodiversity. 

8.3 Forestry and woodland 

There are no woodlands in the Parish over 100 -150 years old with the majority much younger. The main areas of woodland are largely associated with 

the development of the railways, mineral extraction or plantations around the Water Treatment Works. The most mature woodland is Stannicle Copse 

a plantation of nearly pure oak which appears to be approximately 100 years old and was possibly planted over an area of uneven ground when the 

land changed from pasture to arable and was not suitable for mechanised cultivation. 

There are two more recent plantations, a 0.5ha mixed woodland at the south end of the field of the former Wingwell Farm and the much larger decid-

uous ‘Bews’ plantation which sits in the northwest corner of the junction of the Station and Preston Roads. There are also small often linear strips of 

woodland and poplar plantations associated with the River Chater and its southern tributary. With the exception of some of the waterside locations 

the overall biodiversity of the Parish’s woodland is very low mainly due to their relatively young age. The following courses of action should be consid-

ered: 

 To encourage good management of the existing woodlands aimed at increasing their biodiversity. 

 To encourage the planting of new woodlands to increase the Parishes overall tree cover and also to create woodland belts which help to 

strengthen ecological linkage and enhance the landscape where it is weakest. 

8.4 Roads and Lanes 

 The road network through the village is limited to a two way road from Morcott to Manton with a branch to Preston. The other routes crossing the 

parish are single track lanes. With the ever increasing traffic flows and the exceptional size of modern farm vehicles these lanes are suffering serious 

erosion of verges. As has been highlighted from the various character assessment studies the narrow lanes are a distinctive feature of this landscape. 

The suggested actions are as follows: 
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 The aim should be to manage any road improvements to maintain the character of the road network. Sympathetic incorporation of passing 

places along the country lanes might be more appropriate than widening carriageways and could reduce random verge damage and maintain 

the country scene. 

8.5 Access to the Landscape 

 The Parish has a network of footpaths and bridleways which are fairly well maintained. These radiate out of the village but all circular routes have 

 at some point to use roads and lanes. Principal features such as the River Chater, its southern tributary and the railway lines have very limited access 

 yet hold most of the attractive landscape features.  

 The neighbourhood plan should: 

 Explore the opportunities to establish more circular off road routes and improve links connecting to adjoining parish networks. 

 Explore the opening of new footpath routes working with landowners and adjacent parishes.  

8.6 Energy provision 

 While wind turbines do not find favour with residents and would be resisted in this part of the county through the Local Plan, solar panel electricity 

 production on a community basis  could be considered. The siting of a solar array would need to be on a south facing slope and only sites where the 

 degree of slope would facilitate effective screening should be considered in order to minimise any impact on the landscape. 

 The plan could consider sites where a connection to the electricity network is possible and where there would be minimum impact on the 

landscape. 

8.7 The Landscape and Natural Environment 

 The ridge top setting with the village enjoying panoramic views over surrounding valley landscapes gives the Parish its distinctive landscape setting. In 

 general it remains an  attractive landscape with its rectilinear patterns of hedgerows running down the valley sides  but there is clear evidence of a 

 landscape in decline. The fact that there is only one site designated a Local Wildlife Site reflects on how this intensively farmed landscape is very low 

 in biodiversity. That being said the diversity of landform, the opportunities of riverine habitats, ponds, fishing lakes and an increasing range of wooded 

 areas and grass pasture means there is considerable potential to improve this landscape in both biodiversity and amenity value. The plan should seek 

 to: 

 Work with landowners to ensure good maintenance of existing hedgerows, gap up and plant new ones where appropriate and introduce a 

programme of replenishing hedgerow trees. 
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 Encourage the maintenance of headlands to field boundaries to aid ecological linkage and better herb layer habitats. 

 Encourage better management of existing woodlands in order to create a wider range of habitat conditions and a greater range of woodland 

species. 

 Protect and enhance the views in and out of the village and within the wider landscape. 

 Achieve a programme of improving the riverine landscapes working closely with landowners and environmental agencies. 

 Raise the biodiversity of verges and other grassland habitats by modifying maintenance regimes and direct intervention of seeding and 

plantings of local provenance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


